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HEARINGS  ON  PEAGETDIE  CONSCRIPTION  SCHEDULED 

The  drive  in  Congress  to  enact  peacetime  conscription  opens  formally  June  4,  \^8ien  the 
House  Committee  on  Post-War  Military  Policy  begins  two  weeks  of  hearings.  The  advocates 
of  conscription  have  been  assigned  June  4,  5,  9,  and  the  last  three  days,  June  14,  15, and 
16.  The  opposition  will  be  heard  June  6,7,8  and  June  11,  12,  and  13,  although  a  few  e:cr- 
oeptions  have  been  arranged  for  the  convenience  of  witnesses.  It  is  expected  that 
Congressmen  v^o  wish  to  be  heard  will  be  given  an  opportunity  June  IS.  Hearings  will  run 
from  10  to  12  o* clock  and  2  to  5  daily. 

The  Campaign  for  post-war  conscription  is  spear-headed  by  the  American  Legion,  the 
Citizens  Coctalttee  for  Universal  Military  Training  of  Young  Men,  and  the  Army.  The 
schedule  for  the  hearings  is  only  partially  completed  at  this  writing  bat  the  provisional 
line-up,  subject  to  additions  and  cJiange,  includes  among  the  spokesmen  for  military 
training,  officials  of  the  State  Department,  editors,  university  presidents,  churchmen, 
representatives  of  veterans  organizations,  and  hi^  officials  of  the  Army,  Navy,  and 
Marine  Corps . 

For 

On  the  first  day,  Under  Secretary  of  State  Joseph  C,  Grew  is  scheduled  to  make  the 
opening  statement,  followF^d  by  spokesmen  for  the  Citizens  Canmlttee  on  Universal  Military 
Training,  the  editor  of  the  Indlaaaioolls  Star.  lAsijor  George  Fielding  Elliot  and  the 
American  Veterans  Conimittse,  the  latter  an  organization  of  veterans  of  World  War  II.  On 
Tuesday,  June  5,  the  American  Legion,  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  the  l^tlonal  Guard 
Association,  the  Reserve  Officers  Association,  and  the  editor  of  the  Arizona  Daily  StflT 
are  expected  to  appear.  Earrop  Freeman  has  been  assigned  time  to  discuss  the 
constitutionality  of  peacetime  conscription,  since  he  could  not  be  present  on  Wisdnesday. 

Included  in  the  schedule  for  Saturday,  June  9,  are  President  Elliott  of  Purdue  Univarsity, 
Ife-Jor  Psnfield  of  the  American  Defense  Society,  and  Bishop  Lee  of  the  Itethodist  Churdh. 
On  June  13  President  Sanford  of  the  University  System  of  Georgia  speaks,  followed  on 
Hhursday  by  President  Gilchrist  of  Texas  A  and  M  ,  spokesmen  for  the  U*  S.  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  American  Youth  for  D^ocracy. 

After  all  of  the  opposition  witnesses  havs  been  heard  so  that  there  will  bo  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  rebuttal,  the  War  Department  and  the  Army  have  been  assigned  to  mflica  their 
case  on  Friday,  June  15,  and  the  Navy  and  the  liirines  on  Saturday,  with  General 
Islarshall,  Chief  of  Staff,  scheduled  to  be  the  last  witness. 

Against 

Three  large  educational  organisations  load  off  the  opposition  to  the  enactment  now  of 
peacetime  conscription  on  Wednesday,  June  6,  when  the  American  Council  on  Education,  the 
Association  of  Church-Related  Colleges,  and  the  Department  of  Curriculum  Development  of 
the  National  Education  Association  will  be  heard  along  with  the  National  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Colored  People,  the  Bttchigan  Council  Against  Peacetime  Conscription, 
the  Greater  Philadelphia  Committee  Against  Peacetime  Conscription  Now,  and  the  Liberal 
Party  of  New  York. 


Page  2 


Washington  Letter  No*  20 


The  Ibderal  Council  of  Chur  dies  opens  the  testimony  on  Thursday,  Juno  7,  folloned  hy  the 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  Churdi,  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  of  the  Preshyterlan 
Church,  the  National  Catholic  Welfare  Conference,  Bie  Rahhlnical  Assembly  of  America, 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and  the  Detroit  Council  of  Churdies, 

Already  included  in  the  program  for  Friday  are  The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  the 
National  Council  Against  Peacetime  Conscription  Now,  the  Post  Whr  World  Council,  the 
Workers  Defense  League,  and  Bosooe  Conkling,  author  of  "The  Case  Against  Peacetime 
lfi.litary  Training"  and  former  Lt«  Colonel  in  the  Selective  Service  System. 

El^li^ting  the  testimony  on  Monday,  June  11,  will  be  Josephus  Daniels,  editor  of  the 
HAlelph  News  and  Observer,  former  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  Wilson’s  Cabinet,  and  former 
Ambassador  to  Mexico.  The  Women’s  Committee  to  Oppose  Conscription,  the  Vbxaan’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  the  Msnnonlte  Central  Cocmittee,  the  Northern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Sleeping  Car  Porters  are  also  sdieduled.  The  Associar 
tion  of  American  Colleges,  the  CoDsolssion  for  the  Defense  of  Democracy  throu^  Education, 
the  American  Association  of  University  Professors,  the  Brethren  Service  Committee,  the 
Fellowship  of  Reconciliation  are  among  the  groups  listed  for  Tuesday,  June  12.  On 
Wednesday  the  National  Grange  is  e^^ected  to  be  heard.  Many  national  organizations,  in¬ 
cluding  several  labor  groups,  will  probably  request  time  at  the  hearings j  the  present 
line-up  is  still  inconpleta.  ' 

!Ihese  hearings  are  not  on  any  specific  bill,  but  on  the  general  policy  of  peacetime  con¬ 
scription.  It  is  probable  that  if  legislation  is  pu^ed,  there  will  be  further  hearings 
before  the  House  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Will  You? 

Among  the  things  vhich  you  can  do  are  the  following  • 

1.  Attend  the  hearings  on  as  many  days  as  you  can.  They  will  be  held  in  the  Ceucus  Room 
of  the  Old  House  Office  Building,  Room  362. 

2.  Write  to  Chairman  Clifton  A.  Woodrum  and  other  members  of  the  Bouse  Comcaittea  on  Post- 
War  Military  Policy,  your  own  Congressman,  your  two  Senators,  and  the  President. 

Uhls  is  not  the  time  to  write  about  specific  bills,  but  in  your  own  words  to  stress 
general  principles  sudi  as  freedom  from  military  regimentation,  adequate  educational 
training  for  solving  world  problems  peacefully,  the  need  for  international  efforts  to 
abolish  conscription,  the  izigportance  of  instituting  a  program  of  limitation  and 
reduction  of  azmaments,  etc. 

3.  Write  a  brief  but  meaty  letter  to  your  local  newspaper. 

4.  Telephone  ten  of  your  acquaintances  in  various  churches  and  organizations  to  do  the 
above,  and  ask  them  to  telephone  others. 

5.  Set  up  hearings  in  your  own  commanity.  Have  a  committee  of  representative  citizens 
and  call  in  witnesses  pro  and  con  from  organizations  and  interested  individuals  at  a 
public  meeting  or  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  high  school  assembly,  town  hall,  or 
appropriate  place. 

6.  Distribute  literature  and  urge  people  to  read  it.  Set  up  a  display  in  your  local 
library.  Write  to  the  American  TM.end8  Service  Committee  for  naterial,  azid  send  your 
money  along  with  your  request  for  quantities  and  save  time  and  labor. 
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I  Cammittee  on  Post-War  Military  Policy 


Democrats 


Remblicans 


(Clifton  A,  Woodrum,  Virginia  (Chairman)  Walter  G.  Andrews,  New  York 

Andrew  J.  May,  Kentucky  (Chm.  Military  Affairs)  James  W.  Wadsworth,  New  York 
Carl  Vinson,  Georgia  Lao  E.  Allen,  Illinois 

Schuyler  Otis  Bland,  Virginia  D.  Lane  Powers,  New  Jersey 

Patrick  H.  Drewry,  Virginia  James  W*  Mott,  Oregon 

Alfred  L.  Bui  winkle.  North  Carolina  Dewey  Short,  Missouri 

R.  Ewing  Hhomason,  Texas  Leslie  C.  Arends,  Illinois 

J,  Buell  Snyder,  Pennsylvania  W.  Sterling  Cole,  New  York 

Harry  R*  Sheppard,  California  George  J.  Bates,  Massachusetts 

Iyi»ion  B.  Johnson,  Texas  Bernard  W.  (Pat)  Kearney,  New  York 

Overton  Brooks ,  Louisiana 
John  J.  Sparkmcoi,  Alabama 
Michael  J*  Bradley,  Pennsylvania 

1  THE  SAN  FHANCISOO  OONESRENCE 


k 


The  editor  of  this  Newsletter  was  recalled  from  the  United  Nations  Conference  on  Inter¬ 
national  Organization  at  San  T^ancisco,  where  he  went  as  an  observer  for  the  Pr lends 
Committee  on  National  Legislation  and  for  the  Ainerican  Prlends  Service  Committee,  in 
order  to  work  on  the  hearings  on  peacetime  conscription.  Amendments  to  the  Charter  are 
still  under  discussion  in  Conmittees,  but  £tll  proposals  still  have  to  be  ratified  in 
Commission  sessions.  In  view  of  expected  agreement  on  a  Charter  within  the  next  two  or 
three  weeks,  an  appraiSEtl  of  the  Conference  will  be  deferred  until  the  next  Newsletter. 

TWD-THIRDS  RULE 


House  Joint  Resolution  60  was  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  9  by  a  vote  of 
268  to  68.  The  text  as  adopted  reads,  "Hereafter  treaties  shall  be  made  by  the  President 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  a  majority  of  each  house  of  Congress.”  Since  this 
is  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  it  must  still  pass  the  Senate  and  be  rat¬ 
ified  by  the  legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  the  States.  Uhe  resolution  has  been 
referred  to  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  where  there  is  some  support,  but  little  like¬ 
lihood  of  action,  since  the  Senate  is  not  anxious  to  give  up  its  prerogatives  of  Senate 
ratification  of  treaties  by  a  two- thirds  vote. 

RECIPROCAL  TRADE  A(31EEI<!ENT  ACT 

Hhe  Dou^ton  Bill  extending  for  three  years  the  authority  of  the  State  Department  to 
negotiate  reciprocal  trade  agreements  was  reported  out  of  the  House  Nays  and  r«Isans  Com¬ 
mittee  by  a  vote  of  14  to  11,  all  the  Republican  members  of  the  Committee  voting  against 
the  measure.  This  bill,  now  being  debated  in  the  House,  would  give  the  power  to  reduce 
tariffs  by  50^  from  the  level  of  January  1,  1945,  and  the  ri^t  to  negotiate  with  groups 
of  countries  as  well  as  an  Individual  country.  Diree  amendments  were  added,  one  of  vitiidti 
included  the  Ibr  and  Navy  Departments  in  the  list  of  Esderal  Agencies  that  must  be  con> 
suited  before  any  new  trade  agreements  can  be  made  by  the  State  Department.  The  State 
Department  assured  the  opponents  of  the  bill  that  ade(xuate  public  hearings  would  precede 
any  final  negotiations. 

Countries  with  which  we  have  negotiated  Trade  Agreements  have  lowered  tariff  barriers  on 
almost  50  per  cent  of  all  manufactured  products  vhidb  they  buy  from  us.  Cordell  Hull 
wrote  recently  that  peace  "cannot  be  lasting  unless  it  embraces  not  only  political  and 
military  affairs  but  also  arrangements  to  provide  the  essential  prerequisites  to  economic 
prosperity  and  to  maintaining  and  disproving  standards  of  living  in  our  own  and  in  all 
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countries."  This  may  he  acted  upon  hy  the  House  before  this  letter  reaches  you,  but  do 
your  Senators  know  that  you  are  In  favor  of  this  program  as  one  in^rtant  step  in  inter¬ 
national  ecoxxjmic  stability?  The  present  Act  ejtpires  June  12* 

SOCIAL  SECURITY 

Senator  Robert  7.  Whgner  of  New  York  and  Representative  John  I).  Dingell  of  Michigan  yes¬ 
terday  Introduced  a  revised  social  security  bill,  S.  1050  and  H.  R.  3293  •  It  provides 
among  other  things  that  every  citizen  would  be  eligible  to  health  insurance  similar  to 
voluntary  insurance  plans  now  in  effect,  but  allowing  current  plans  to  continue;  a  ten 
year  plan  to  help  States  build  and  improve  hospitals  and  health  canters,  especially  in 
rural  areas;  Social  Security  coverage  would  be  extended  to  an  additlonkl  15,000,000  per¬ 
sons,  including  farm  workers,  domestics,  employees  of  non-profit  institutions  including 
dburches  and  religious  agencies,  farmers,  professional  persons  and  small  businessmen;  un¬ 
employment  compensation,  old  £ige  benefits,  and  national  responsibility  for  unenployment 
insurance.  Write  to  your  Congressman  for  a  copy  of  the  bill  and  make  a  special  study  of 
it  in  your  group. 


PERl'lANENT  7  E  P  C 

The  House  7  E  P  C  Bill  is  still  locked  in  the  powerful  but  reactionary  Rules  Committee, 
after  being  reported  out  favorably  by  the  House  labor  Committee.  Yesterday  the  Senate 
Bill,  S.  101,  was  placed  on  the  Senate  calendar  azid  advocates  of  the  measure  are  trying 
to  get  it  debated  and  passed  before  the  expected  summer  recess.  The  bill  will  probably  be 
s-abjected  to  a  filibuster  by  Southern  Senators.  Ihe  NEttional  Council  for  a  Permanent 
7  E  P  C  are  urging  people  to  support  action  now  in  both  houses. 

INDIA 

President  Truman  called  yesterday  for  action  by  the  House  Inmigration  and  Nstursdization 
Committee  on  legislation  permitting  Eastern  Esmisphere  Indians  to  come  to  the  United 
States  on  a  quota  basis  and  to  becmne  naturalized  citizens. 

700D 

The  American  people  need  (1)  to  raise  more  food  this  year,  (2)  to  support  stricter 
rationing  as  long  as  needed,  and  (3)  to  ti^ten  their  belts  this  year  if  liberated 
Europe  is  to  have  even  a  minimum  diet.  For  exas^le,  sugar  supplies  this  year  are  estizo- 
ated  at  71  pounds  per  capita  in  the  United  States  (the  same  as  in  Canada  and  Great 
Britain),  including  bakery  goods,  candy,  and  soft  drinks,  as  against  89  pounds  last  year. 
Even  with  some  decrease  in  production  anticipated  this  year  because  of  labor  shortage  and 
weather  conditions,  our  total  food  supplies  are  25  to  30^  above  those  of  the  five  pre-war 
years.  16^  of  this  year's  food  is  allocated  to  the  armed  forces  including  Allied  emnies 
and  prisoners  of  war.  Will  you  express  the  generous  sentiments  needed  now  in  the  press, 
in  conversation,  and  in  Congress  to  support  as  large  a  program  of  sending  food  to  the 
devastated  areas  as  possible? 


S.  Raymond  Wilson 


Cost:  It  is  costing  $2.00  a  year  to  mail  the  Newsletter,  with  Supplements.  News¬ 

letter  is  not  on  a  subscription  basis;  it  is  dependent  on  voluntary  contributions  alone. 


